
Lindsay Klick’s 
Top 10 Picture Books Featuring Spunky Little Girls 

(in alphabetical order by author) 
 

 
Beaumont, Karen. Being Friends. Illustrations by Joy 
Allen. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers, 2002. Age 3-
7. Two very different girls, one an African-American girly-girl, 
the other a blonde tomboy, are best buddies in this sweet (but 
not cloying) rhyming story that celebrates friendship a
individuality. 

nd 

 
 

 
Bemelmans, Ludwig. Madeline. New York: Viking Press, 
1939. Caldecott Honor Book 1940. Age 3 and up. Bemelmans’ 
classic tale of plucky Madeline, a Parisian orphan who “To the 
tiger in the zoo…just said, ‘Pooh-pooh,’” is still beloved by 
children and parents alike seventy years later.  
 

 
 
Falconer, Ian. Olivia. New York: Atheneum Books for 
Young Readers, 2000. 2001 Caldecott Honor, 2001 ALSC 
Notable Book. Age 3 to 7. Impish Olivia the pig is good at a 
lot of things (like wearing people out!) and so is Falconer; his 
witty illustrations compliment the simple text to create a 
book that holds kids’ and parents’ interest after repeated 
reading. 
 

 
 
Geeslin, Campbell. Elena's Serenade. Illustrations 
by Ana Juan. New York: Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers, 2004. Age 5-9. A young girl travels through an 
enchanting, Frida Kahlo-esque Mexican landscape in 
pursuit of her dream of becoming a glassblower, despite the 
fact that her father says glassblowing is a man’s trade.   
 
 
 

Harris, Peter. The Night Pirates. Illustrations by 
Deborah Allwright. New York: Scholastic Press, 2006. 
Age 3-7. When a sleeping boy is awakened by rough, tough 
little girl pirates who whisk him away for hijinks on the 
high seas, the result is an imaginative, engaging story that 
will appeal to adventure-loving girls and boys. 



 
Henkes, Kevin. Chester’s Way. New York: Greenwillow 
Books, 1988. Age 4- 8. Fastidious, reserved Chester and his best 
friend Wilson are thrown for a loop when high-spirited Lilly 
burst on the scene, but they grow to appreciate her exuberance 
after she rescues them from the neighborhood bullies. 
 
 

 
Howe, James. Horace and Morris but Mostly 
Dolores. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 
1999. Age 4-8. Three inseparable friends are temporarily 
divided when the two boys leave Dolores to join a boy’s only 
club until she shows them that it’s more fun when everyone 
plays together. 
 
 

 
 
McCully, Emily Arnold. Mirette on the High Wire. New 
York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1992. 1993 Caldecott Medal. Age 4-
8. When the mysterious stranger who arrives at Madame 
Gateau’s boarding house turns out to be a retired high wire 
artist, young resident Mirette begs the man to teach her and 
ends up saving him from a bout of paralyzing fear mid-
performance. 
 

 
 
Munsch, Robert N. The Paper Bag Princess. 
Illustrations by Michael Martchenko. Toronto: Annick 
Press, 1980. Age 4-8. When a dragon burns down the 
castle and carries of the prince, Princess Elizabeth uses 
her wits to save her betrothed but draws the line at 
marrying the ungrateful “bum.” 
 
 

 
 
Shannon, Margaret. The Red Wolf. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 2002. Age 4-8. Princess Roselupin is a prisoner in her 
own castle thanks to her overprotective father, until the girl 
knits herself a magic wolf suit and breaks free, literally, of the 
castle walls in this imaginative romp about asserting one’s self.  
 
 
 


