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Bibliography: Top Ten "Classical Civilizations" Books 
 
Criteria for book selection: 
 These books represent a selection of the top titles written at a reading level appropriate 
for ambitious elementary and middle-school-age readers who are interested in history and want 
to learn about ancient civilizations. Perhaps their interest was sparked by reading about 
mythology in a reading group or through their class activities. Regardless of any one reason, 
these books offer not only a history lesson but also a fun way for children to compare their own 
clothes, food and lifestyle with that of the ancient Greeks and Romans. The books are chosen for 
their reading-level appropriateness for my target audience - 10-year-old children (and ages close 
to 10) - with the cooperation of their parents, given in the form of dedicated reading time with 
their children. Citations are given in MLA format. 
 
1) Pearson, Anne. Ancient Greece (DK Eyewitness Book). New York: DK Children, 2007. 72 p. 
 This book is organized into 28 sections, each of which depicts one aspect of ancient 
Greek life (food and hearth, athletics, warfare e.g.) with the colorful photographs and 
archaeological drawings that have characterized other titles in the Eyewitness series; this 
thoughtful addition communicates the author’s palpable fascination with her subject matter in 
every visual surprise offered. 
 
2) Morkot, Robert. The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Greece. New York: Penguin, 1997. 
144 p. 
 This book's usefulness and breadth of coverage is complemented by illustrative drawings 
and photographs that guide the reader toward a well-researched but simplified understanding of 
the existence of city-states in conflict, from Minoan and Athenian civilizations, to the classical 
influences seen today in architecture and government. 
 
3) Solway, Andrew, illus. Peter Connolly. Ancient Greece. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2001. 64 p. 
 This is the book most appropriate for early readers; it contains youthful artwork and 
approaches Greece from a child's perspective of "what is important to me," covering 
recognizable topics such as clothing, food, religion, theater, and sports with just enough 
historical detail to leave children excited about the material and eager to learn more by braving 
more advanced readers. 
 
4) Connolly, Peter and Hazel Dodge. The Ancient City: Life in Classical Athens and Rome. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 256 p. 
 This book uniquely combines both ancient civilizations in an interestingly comparative 
style that draws out the distinguishing factors of each; filled with full-page, color drawings and 
visualizations, it captivates young and advanced readers by depicting life "just below the 
surface" - and encouraging readers to investigate further. 
 



5) Macaulay, David. City: A Story of Roman Planning and Reconstruction. Florida: Sandpiper, 
1983. 112 p. 
 This visually exquisite title utilizes professional-level illustrations to narrate the building 
of an imaginary city, 'Verbonia,' and the collaborative efforts expended by the citizenry, still the 
book remains accessible at an ambitious middle-school level. 
 
6) Connolly, Peter. The Ancient Greece of Odysseus (The Ancient World). New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1999. 80 p. 
 This myth-based title is included for dual reasons: much of young readers' understanding 
of ancient civilizations ("real history") is corroborated by learning about the exciting tale of 
Odysseus and his adventures in the Aegean Sea and the Ionian islands ("myth"), and because 
Connolly skillfully incorporates religious and archaeological evidence into his lavishly illustrated 
retelling of the immortal Odyssey. 
 
7) Manley, Bill. The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Egypt. New York: Penguin, 1997. 144 
p. 
 This book, one of a series alongside Greece and Rome, contains brilliant drawings that 
complement an informative text, one that remains comprehensible for elementary-school-age 
children and compelling for their parents to read and learn from together. 
 
8) Solway, Andrew, illus. Peter Connolly. Ancient Rome. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2001. 64 p. 
 Like its companion piece on Greece, this book contains maps and illustrations that appeal 
to a child's (7-11 years) understanding of everyday topics such as sports and entertainment and 
provides accurate historical information in an accessible manner (simplified greatly!); e.g. 
"Rome was originally ruled by kings, but around 500 BC the last king was overthrown, and 
Rome became a republic." 
 
9) Cox, Phil Roxbee, illus. Annabel Spenceley. Who Were the Romans (Usborne Starting Point 
History). 2nd ed. New York: Usborne Publishing Ltd., 2002. 32 p. 
 This book provides a simple question-and-answer style narrative of understanding life in 
ancient Rome which, with its colorful line drawings, approaches the intriguing topics of togas, 
mosaics, and gladiator fights through humorous and knowledgeable writing. 
 
10) Connolly, Peter. Pompeii (Roman World). New York: Oxford University Press, 1994. 80 p. 
 Connolly's skill lies in his ability to whittle an exhaustive corpus of scholarship into a 
book comprehensible for elementary and middle school readers and their parents to enjoy 
together (a difficult task); he aspires in this book to "teach up" to the capable readers (using Latin 
terms) rather than dumb down the material for a more general audience, while thematically, he 
emphasizes man-made architecture and buildings to depict life in Pompeii. 


