
Bibliography of the Top Fantasy Books/Series for Children Ages 9 and Up 

 
 
 
Colfer, Eoin. Artemis Fowl. New York: Hyperion Books For Children, 2001. 
 
 Artemis Fowl is a young criminal mastermind who, determined to get fairy gold, 
kidnaps one of the fairies in an attempt for ransom, but he greatly underestimates the 
capabilities and daring of the fairyfolk. (Series) 
 
Dahl, Roald. James and the Giant Peach. New York: Puffin Books, 2001. (paperback) 
 
 An enchanting tale about a boy whose life of drudgery is transformed into a 
journey inside a magical giant peach with the new and unusual friends he finds inside. 
(This edition has Quentin Blake’s marvelous illustrations) 
 
Funke, Cornelia. Inkheart. New York: Scholastic, 2003. 
 
 Meggie and her father Mo, a person who can read people from books into the real 
world, travel across Europe to avoid an evil man (Mo once read out of a book) who wants 
to make use of Mo’s talent. (Trilogy) 
 
Juster, Norton. The Phantom Tollbooth. New York: Epstein & Carroll, 1961. 
 
  Milo enters a very bizarre world through a toy tollbooth where numbers and 
words are treated like commodities and other strange people and objects abound. 
 
Levine, Gail Carson. Ella Enchanted. New York: HarperCollinsPublishers, 1997. 
 
 In this retelling of Cinderella, Ella of Frell was given the gift of obedience by a 
fairy godmother, a gift which forces her to obey anyone giving her an order and makes 
her life difficult after her mother dies and father remarries. 
 
Lewis, C. S. The Chronicles of Narnia. New York, NY: HarperCollins, 2001. 
 
 The complete series in one book; Narnia is a magical place full of witches, talking 
animals, and other fantastic elements coupled with religious overtones from the great 
theologian.  (Series) 
 
Morris, Gerald. The Squire’s Tale. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 
 
 Terrance, a young boy living with a hermit, becomes squire to Gawain, great 
knight of Arthur’s Round Table in this adaptation of Arthurian legends. (Series) 
 



Riordan, Rick. The Lightening Thief. New York: Miramax Books/Hyperion Books for 
Children,  2005. 
 
 In the first book of the series Percy Jackson & the Olympians, Percy is introduced 
as a relatively normal kid with ADHD and dyslexia, but he discovers that he is really a 
half-blood, a child of one of the Greek gods of Olympus, and to be safe from the 
monsters that threaten he must stay and train at a camp especially for half-bloods. 
(Series) 
 
Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. New York: Arthur A. Levine 
Books, 1998. 
 
 At age 11, Harry Potter finds out he is from a wizarding family and must go to the 
magical school Hogwarts for his education. (Series) 
 
Sage, Angie. Magyk. New York: Katherine Tegen Books, 2005. 
 
 The Septimus Heap books begin with young Jenna finding out she is really a 
princess; what follows is a story of spectacular heights of magic, discovery, and frien 


