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Top Ten Fantasy Novels for Children & Young Adults  
  

Lewis, C. S. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. United Kingdom: Geoffrey Bles, 1950. 
(Read entire 5 book series of Chronicles of Narnia)  

• Enjoy a message of faith and honor as four children travel to a magic land of evil witches 
and talking animals to break a curse in a place where it is always winter. 

Tolkien, J. R. R. The Hobbit. United Kingdom: George Allen & Unwin, 1937. (This book is a 
prequel to The Lord of the Rings trilogy. More information is available on The Hobbit upcoming 
movie and manuscript at http://templates.arcsin.se/demo/the-hobbit-website-template/ or 
www.thehobbitblog.com. ) 

• A prequel to The Lord of the Rings, experience the tales of a very weak Hobbit who 
becomes the strongest and toughest figure through his encounters with a half-human 
bear, dwarfs, elves, spiders, trolls, and a very mean dragon. 

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone. United Kingdom: Bloomsbury, 1997. 
(Find more information on the 7 book Harry Potter book series, or movies, at 
www.jkrowling.com or www.harrypotter.warnerbros.co.uk) 

• With the help of good friends, an orphan turned wizard battles wits over the ‘elixir of 
life’ with the nastiest necromancer alive. 

Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass. United Kingdom: Scholastic Point, 1995. (For more 
information on His Dark Materials series, check out www.philip-pullman.com)  

• This controversial trilogy introduces a curious young trouble maker who quickly 
becomes a fierce heroine by taking on the ’Majesterium’ (the church) in an effort to stop 
them from taking away a person’s free will.   

Paolini, Christopher. Eragon. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003. (To find out more information 
on the entire Inheritance Cycle trilogy, go to www.alagaesia.com) 

• A young man who is destined to be the last dragon rider, is thrust into a realm where he 
must learn magic, ancient languages, and unmatched fighting skills to defeat a tyrannical 
king who oppresses his people. 

Colfer, Eoin. Artemis Fowl. New York: Viking Press, 2001. (Read the entire 5 book series of 
Artemis Fowl or check out the interactive website at: www.artemisfowl.com for more 
information)   

• Extraordinary adventures of a 12-year-old genius whose antics involve fairy police, 
leprechaun gold, tech savvy centaurs, cement eating dwarfs, and Russian bodyguards.   

Sage, Angie. Septimus Heap: Magyk. UK: Harper Collins, 2005. New York: Bloomsbury, 2005. 
(Read the entire 4 book Septimus Heap series or check out the website at: 
www.septimusheap.com for more information)  

• This series begins with a very rare seventh son of a seventh son who becomes an 
apprentice to the Extraordinary Wizard and spends his days in a magical world of 
characters and creatures who help him fight dark forces as an afterthought.   



 
Stroud, Jonathon. Ptolemy’s Gate. UK: Doubleday, 2005. (Read the entire Bartimaeus Trilogy or 
check out the website at: www.bartimaeustrilogy.com for more information)  

• This final book in the Stroud series involves characters in a make-believe kingdom of 
dominance and cruelty that concludes with an unforeseen ending and an emotional yet 
meaningful climax. 

Hobb, Robin. Royal Assassin. New York: Bantam Books, 1996.  (Read the entire collection of 
The Farseer Trilogy or visit the website at: www.robinhobb.com for more information) 

• In this second installment of the trilogy, the protagonist returns to the royal court where 
he is thrown headfirst into the tumult of royal life, where it soon becomes clear that the 
fate of the kingdom may rest in apprentice’s hands, which may require the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

Nix, Garth. Sabriel. Australia: HarperCollins Publishing, 1995.  (Read the entire Abhorsen 
Trilogy or visit the website at: www.abhorsentrilogy.com or www.garthnixco.uk.com for more 
information) 

• Sabriel is a brilliantly written fantasy that uses necromancy for good rather than evil. 

 
 

 

 


