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Bibliography Criteria 
 
When determining criteria for the bibliography of graphic novels, two primary 

qualifications had to be met. The first was the appropriate level of reading for children. 

The second was what exactly constituted a graphic novel. What remained within the new 

parameters was a broad selection of work in different art styles and storytelling genres 

that would be a good introduction to any reader who had no prior experience with them. 

Graphic novels may be the hardest item to categorize age appropriateness. There 

is still a lingering assumption that illustrations automatically make the story suitable for 

children, when the story may actually be focused toward older audiences. This is the 

primary reason why critically acclaimed works such as Spiegelman’s Maus, Satrapi’s 

Persepolis, Talbot’s The Tale of One Bad Rat and Yang’s American Born Chinese aren’t 

included. Despite the fact that they, and many other works, may be comprehensive to 

younger readers, they still would be better classified as YA or even adult reading. 

The other defining criterion is what makes a graphic novel. Even among industry 

professionals there is argument over the meaning of comic books, comix, manga or 

manhwa, or illustrated stories in regards to the term. For the purposes of this selection it 

will be describing graphic novels as a sequentially illustrated story in which the art 

necessitates the plot’s progression in a coherent narrative. Although some works can 

make use of text and illustrations in parts, examples in The Invention of Hugo Cabret and 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid wouldn’t be included in this classification because they aren’t fully 

synthesized. Here, both art and writing are equally weighted in the quality of the story. 

 



Top Ten Graphic Novels for Children 
 
 

“The Arrival” by Shaun Tan. 
Published by Arthur A. Levine Books, 2007. 

Ages 10 and up 
 
Beautiful illustrations of an immigrant’s journey convey both confusion and wonder of 
the experience, transcending language in its wordless narrative. 
 
 

“Babymouse” by Jennifer and Matthew Holm (series) 
Published by Random House, 2005—ongoing 

Ages 9-12 
 
Episodic stories about a young mouse’s attempts to fit in are told in a unique way using 
the black and white illustrations and the protagonist’s vivid imagination. 
 
 

“Bone” by Jeff Smith (series) 
Published by GRAPHIX, 2005 

Ages 8 and up 
 
A modern fantasy classic, told with equal parts comedy, charm, adventure, and detailed 
storytelling that surprise people from the deceptively simple character designs. 
 
 

“Castle Waiting” by Linda Medley (series) 
Published by Olio Press, 2002—then Fantagraphic Books, 2006 

Ages 9-12 
 
The quirky tale of what happens after “happily ever after” when a cast of forgotten 
characters take up new lives in the ruins of Sleeping Beauty’s old castle. 
 
 

“Clan Apis” by Jay Hosler 
Published by Active Synapse, 2000 

Ages 10-14 
 
Blending biological facts and the story of a young bee’s search for greater purpose, Clan 
Apis manages to be informative as well as entertaining. 
 

 
 
 

“Courtney Crumirin” by Ted Naifeh (series) 



Published by Oni Press, 2003—ongoing 
Ages 9-12 

 
For fans of dark humor and horror, Courtney Crumirin is the gloomy protagonist who 
finds herself matching wits with things that go bump in the night. 
 
 

“Good-bye Chunky Rice” by Craig Thompson. 
Published by Top Shelf, 2002—then Pantheon Books, 2006. 

Ages 10 and up 
 

A bittersweet coming of age story in vignettes, with the quiet narrative and the stark 
brushwork images telling more together than either could convey on their own. 
 
 

“The Magic Pickle” by Scott Morse (series) 
Published by Oni Press, 2002—then GRAPHIX, ongoing 

Ages 9-12 
 
Cleverly combining two things designed to illicit strong reactions in children— 
superheroes and vegetables, the story mixes absurd and realistic problems in a way that 
compliments both. 
 
 

“Owly” by Andy Runton (series) 
Published by Top Shelf Productions, 2004—ongoing 

Ages 6-10 
 
Wonderful for young children, Owly has stylistically rendered characters and stories 
about friendship that people of all ages can appreciate. 
 
 

“Re-Gifter” by Mike Carey, Marc Hempel, and Sonny Liew 
Published by Minx Books, 2007 

Ages 10 and up 
 
The art is dynamic in the hapkido sequences and expressive in both the character’s moods 
and the interracial makeup of the story in a coming of age novel. 
 
 


