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The ten best novels for middle readers, ages 9 to 12, with horses in their 
plot!   

 
 
Farley, Walter. 1962. Man O’War. New York: Random House. 
 

Here is a novel based on the life of the wonderful racehorse, full of information about the 
racing world and the thrill of thorough-breads.  

 
Farley, Walter. 1941. The Black Stallion. New York: Random House.   
 

During a shipwreck at sea, a seventeen-year-old boy befriends a horse, trains him, and rides 
him to victory in a match race. 

 
Haas, Jessie. 1999. Unbroken. New York: Greenwillow. 
 

After her mother's death, Harriet, a thirteen-year-old, goes to live on Aunt Sarah's farm 
where an accident with her spirited colt leaves her a changed young woman. 

 
Henry, Marguerite. 1948. King of the Wind. New York: Checkerboard Press. 
 

A mute stable boy devotedly cares for an Arabian stallion that was brought to England to 
become one of the founding sires of the Thoroughbred breed.  
The book won the Newbery Medal, 1949. 



 
 
Henry, Marguerite. 1947. Misty of Chincoteague. New York: Aladdin. 

 
Based on the true story of a Chincoteague pony named Misty, this book tells the story of 
the Beebe family and their hard work to raise a filly born to a wild horse.  
The book won the Newbery Honor, 1948. 

 
Kalnay, Francis. 1958. Chucaro : Wild Pony of the Pampa.  New York: Harcourt, Brace.    
 

A story set in Argentina about a twelve-year-old farm boy's struggle to keep his pony when 
the ranch owner wants the pony.  
The book won the Newbery Honor, 1959. 

 
Sewell, Anna. 1977. Black Beauty. New York: Grosset & Dunlap. 
 

This is the full text of the story of the beautiful black horse that is traded into many 
adventures, good and bad, and is ultimately rescued.  

 
Shub, Elizabeth. 1982. The White Stallion. New York: Bantam.  
 

A thrilling story of a girl, Gretchen (who falls asleep tied on to the back of an old mare and 
awakens on the midst of a band of wild horses) and her family heading towards Texas in a 
Conestoga wagon.  

 
Springer, Nancy. 1991. Colt. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers. 
 

A young boy with an illness learns, through a horseback riding program, to overcome his own 
anxieties and to help others in dealing with their own problems. 

 
Steinbeck, John. 1937. The Red Pony. New York: Penguin. 
 

It is through the red pony, which Jody receives as a gift from his father, that he learns the 
many themes of life and about the journey of going from a boy to a man. 



 
 


