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The Christopher Killer  
By Alane Ferguson. Viking, 2006. 
 
Cameryn has always wanted to be 
a forensic pathologist so when 
her coroner father makes her his 
assistant she can hardly contain 
herself. That is, until a close 
friend is murdered and Cameryn 
is called into action.  
 
Down the Rabbit Hole:  
An Echo Falls Mystery  
By Peter Abrahams. Harper 
Collins Publishers, 2005. 
 
This first book in the Echo Falls 
series introduces Ingrid, an 
average thirteen year-old living 
in a deceptively quiet little town 
who plays soccer, idolizes 
Sherlock Holmes and begins to 
suspect her town is not as quiet 
(or safe) as she thinks. 
 
Skin and Other Stories  
By Roald Dahl. Viking. 2000 
 
These adult short stories are even 
more dark and sinister than 
Dahl’s popular children’s books. 
Each of these thirteen tales ends 
with a twist…the fun is in 
guessing what terrible thing will 
happen next. 
 
The Thin Man  
By Dashiell Hammett. Vintage 
Books, 1992. 
 
A classic hard-boiled detective 
novel featuring the original Nick 
and Nora.  
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 “Every man [or woman] at the 
bottom of his heart believes that he 
is a born detective.”  

   -John Buchan  
 

 
 
 

Recommended 
Murder and Suspense  

Books 
 

(For Readers Aged 14 to Adult) 



 
A Study in Scarlet 

By Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
Various Publishers 

Orig. Pub. 1887 
 

Before C.S.I. and House there was 
Holmes...The first Sherlock Holmes novel 
unites Dr. Watson with socially inept, violin-
playing forensic pathologist Holmes to solve 
a murder in which the only obvious clue is 
the word “Rache” scrawled in blood on a wall 
at the scene of the crime.   

 

 
Acceleration 

By Graham McNamee 
Wendy Lamb Books 

2003 
 

What would you do if you found the 
notebook of a serial killer? Seventeen year-

old Duncan is horrified by what he reads 
inside the diary but knows the only way to 
stop the psycho from killing again is to put 
the grizzly pieces together and hunt the 
hunter. 
 
 

 
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time 

By Mark Haddon 
Doubleday 

2003 
 
“It was 7 minutes after midnight. The dog 
was lying in the middle of the lawn in front 
of Mrs. Shears’s house. Its eyes were 
closed. It looked as if it were running on its 
side, the way dogs run when they think 
they are chasing a cat in a dream. But the 
dog was not running or asleep. The dog 
was dead.”  
 
Christopher wants to know why and won’t 
stop searching until he solves the “The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time”. 
 
 

 
Bad Kitty 

By Michelle Jaffe 
Harper Collins Publishers 

2003 
 

A “relaxing” family vacation in Vegas gets 
a lot more exciting when Jas is attacked by 
a cat on a leash while lounging by the 
Venetian Hotel’s pool. What happens next 
involves the Russian Mafia, a BeDazzler 
Evil Hench Twins, a fashion model, and a 
H-O-T mystery man who may want to kiss 
(or kill) Jas.  

 

 
Stiff: The Curious Lives of 

Human Cadavers 
By Mary Roach 

W.W. Norton & Company 
2003 

 
Roach’s book solves the mystery of “What 
happens to our bodies when we die?” This 
non-fiction book is not for the squeamish 
or faint of heart but is surprisingly funny! 


