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Al-Saleh, Khairat and Rashad Salim (illus.). Fabled Cities, Princes and Jinn from Arab 

Myths and Legends. Schocken, 1985. 

 

This book would provide a fun introduction to Islam for middle graders, as it includes 

many Islamic stories (including ones from the Koran), in addition to background 

knowledge on the Middle East and Islam. 

 

Child, John. The Rise of Islam. Peter Bedrick Books, 1993. 

 

Kids (or parents) wanting a wide-ranging but concise guide to Islamic culture, history, 

and religious practices should turn to this volume, which could work for school reports in 

late elementary or early middle school. 

 

Demi. Muhammad. Margaret K. McEderry Books, 2003.  

 

Demi’s lavishly illustrated biography includes a foreword from an Islamic scholar, and 

the story of Muhammad could be enjoyable in itself or serve as a great introduction to the 

religion for grade school kids. 

 

George, Linda. The Golden Age of Islam. Benchmark books, 1998. 

 

Middle-schoolers needing an extensive book on the rise of Islamic culture and religious 

beliefs will find this very useful. 

 

Ghazi, Suhaib Hamid and Omar Rayyan (illus.). Ramadan. Holiday, 1996. 

 

This book on the Islamic holy month includes beautiful illustrations and would be a 

gentle introduction to the holiday or the religion itself for kids as young as 5. 

 

Hoyt-Goldsmith, Diane and Lawrence Migdale (illus.). Celebrating Ramadan. Holiday 

House, 2001 

 

Celebrating Ramadan illustrates and explains Ramadan and Islam and general by 

focusing on a New Jersey fourthgrader named Ibrahim, giving kids a concrete example to 

learn from. 

 

Macaulay, David. Mosque. Houghton Mifflin, 2003. 

 

Older kids, and those interested in building things, will appreciate this book, an in-depth 

look at the distinctive Islamic addition to religious architecture. 

 

Marchant, Kerena. Id-Ul-Fitr. Waylalnd Publishers, 1996. 

 



Parents who want their middle graders to learn about Islamic practices but don’t want to 

discuss the very serious Ramadan might prefer this book, a description of the joyous 

holiday of Id-Ul-Fitr. 

 

Stanley, Diane. Saladin: Noble Prince of Islam. Harper Collins, 2002. 

 

This biography gives a nice background of Islam and could also serve as introduction to 

the conflicts between Muslims and Christians, as it discusses the crusades. 

 

Wilkinson, Philip. Islam. DK Publishing, 2002. 

 

It won’t be hard to for kids who like the Eyewitness Books to get exposure to the 

religion, thanks to this vividly illustrated book. 


